
Species

thorny timber fodder food apiculture fiber fuelwood oil charcoal medicinal tannin gum or 
resin poison

Acacia (faidherbia) albida X X good protein source in 
dry season X X post-rainy 

season fodder X X

Acacia angustissima X lots of foliage X
Acacia mangium   X wattle timber X X X exc. for paper X X good X exc.
Acacia nilotica X X heavy, durable X X X X X X X X black X X algicidal

Acacia senegal X X hard, black X X X X strong fiber for 
ropes X excellent X for soap X X

Albizzia lebbeck X X X

Azadirachta indica X in mahogany 
family X X X X X 

excellent X X X
X  great pesticide 
from seeds and 

leaves

Calliandra calothyrsus X X good additive to 
leaf meal

X flowering 
lasts 

throughout 
year

X good for pulp 
and 

papermaking

X fast growing, 
coppicable, 
thornless

X great 
charcoal

Cassia fistula X hard, heavy, 
reddish X X X X X

Cassia (senna) siamea X resistant to 
termites

X flowers and pods are 
highly toxic to non-

ruminants, keep them 
away from plantations

X X X 
excellent X X 

Cedrela odorata X light, soft (cedar) X X used for twine X X

Gliricidia sepium X hard, durable, 
termite resistant X X flowers X X X X

X leaves, seeds or 
powdered bark are 

toxic to humans

Grevillea robusta X medium-weight 
hardwood X X suitable for 

pulping X X
X flower, fruits and 

seeds are 
cyanogenic

Leucaena collinsii X dense, durable X X X

L. leucocephala X hard, medium 
density, knotty

X great, but should not 
be more than 20% of diet X

X in bloom 
most of the 

year

X good for paper 
or rayon X excellent X 

excellent

X red, 
brown and 

black
X

L. salvadorensis
X make good, 

durable 
construction posts

X X excellent

Moringa oleifera X soft and light X X X X decent X blue X

Prosopis juliflora X X good fence posts X X X excellent X X X X

Sesbania grandiflora 
X gets more dense 
w/ age, poles prone 
to rot and insects

X 15-30% of diet X particularly the 
flowers

X very fast pulp 
prod.

X very smoky, 
but fast 
growing

X X

Sesbania sesban X great X X used for rope 
and fishnets

X excellent, 
fast growing

X 
excellent X X

X leaves can be 
poisonous to young 

chicks

Ziziphus mauritania X X medium - heavy X X X minimal X excellent X good X
X 

brown/gra
y, reddish

X used to stupefy fish 
in Ethiopia

Products


